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and lampreys at the wall of St. Margaret's in Old Fish
Street.1 An exception, however, was made in the case
of hawkers who sold fish from street to street, their
chief customers being workmen who could not leave
their work to buy at the shops.2 These hucksters or
birlcsters were not allowed to take up their starid at any
point, but must keep on the move.3 An interesting case
concerned with these
hucksters occurred in
1382, when Thomas
Welford, a fishmonger
whose ship was lying
at Queenhithe laden
with salted herrings,
declared that he could
not let the ' hukke-
steres ' have them
cheaper than five a
penny, which meant
that they could only
sell them at four a penny. This was so dear that the
mayor and aldermen expostulated, and at last Thomas
agreed to sell six herrings for a penny, so that the huck-
sters could retail them at five a penny. It then appeared
that although Thomas had sworn that he could not sell
cheaper without loss, he had actually sold 600 at ten
a penny to William Botild to be taken out of London,
and it was therefore enacted that he and all other fish-
mongers with herring for sale should sell at nine for a
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1 Ibid., 382.                               a Rot. Parl., i. 370.
3 Liber Aldus, 689;  Riley, Mems. of London, 508.